ROBESPIERRE  AND  PARIS          227
that occasion appear to promote delay should bo treated as suspects, that those oven should be treated as suspects who did not actively vote lor immediate condemnation.. He was oven at tho pains of ridiculing the defence made by Dosczo, and on the 27th, in a speech of excessive length, ho hammered round his main point, that had the King been an ordinary criminal with such proof of treason against him, any court would have settled the matter in twenty-four hours. Ho treated with an angry contempt tho proposition that tho judgment of Louis should bo referred to a popular vote, and his bitterness was greater because ho knew that he was plunging deeper and deeper into contradictions of himself. There was a note of threatening never hoard before from his lips, and only to reappear long after when he had become something of a master. '' Citizens, it is to be decided whether you are rebels or the benefactors of humanity." When it was cast up against him that this demand for an immediate and summary vongoanco was that of but a small minority in the nation, he threw away all his past for an hour and defended such minorities; spoke like any don of " the virtue which is always to be discovered in minorities."
The road he had taken drove him into more sophistry; of all methods the most naturally odious to a consistent man.
That attitude of Paris and of Robespierre was answered in tho most famous of Vorgniaud's speeches. It has boon turned into a defence of tho King. It was not that. It was tho hesitation of a man who can soo many things at once, and who fears immediate decisions. He know Europe. He saw the approach of madness over tho nation, the great ring of wars. He hoard the cries in tho street against the King, tho pressure of the crowd, and with tho presentiment that haunted all tho Girondo ho folt tho shadow of death swoop over thestuoU third.tood somewhere in tho am here concerned. a  shock  liko tho transition uf ciuath,     Goutlomtth November 1792.oua, replied to Kuland in a very
